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Printed  by  E.  Ambler,  56  Lancaster  Road. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Preston  Rural  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Preston  Rural  District  for  the  year  1944.  At  the 
request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  report  has  been  prepared  in  an 
abbreviated  form,  but  the  arrangements  continue  for  the  careful 
preservation  of  all  records,  so  that  at  a  later  date  a  report  may  be 
presented  dealing  more  fully  with  the  health  of  the  District  during 
the  war  period. 

With  regard  to  Vital  Statistics  a  salient  feature  is  the  further 
rise  in  the  birth-rate  to  18.1  per  1,000  estimated  population,  this  rate 
being  the  highest  since  1920. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  a  further  fall  in  the  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  to  32  per  1,000  births,  this  being  the  lowest  rate  yet  recorded. 

No  major  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the 
year.  Diphtheria  still  remains  a  formidable  disease,  and  it  is 
essential,  if  this  serious  complaint  of  childhood  is  to  be  reduced, 
that  mothers  should  take  full  advantage  of  the  'Council’s  Scheme  for 
immunisation  for  their  young  children. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  war  has  necessarily  prevented 
any  great  developments  in  the  health  service,  but  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  have,  during  the  year,  given  careful  consideration  to  plans 
for  the  future  development  of  such  major  services  as  water  supply, 
sewerage  and  housing  in  order  that  progress  may  not  be  delayed 
when  circumstances  become  favourable. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  gratitude 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  the 
kindness  and  courtesy  shown  to  me  at  all  times.  My  thanks  are  due 
also  to  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their 
loyal  help  and  to  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  assistance.  In 
this  connection  I  am  especially  grateful  to  Mr.  Young  and  Mr. 
Collier,  whose  valuable  collaboration  at  all  times  greatly  lightened 
my  labours. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  C.  GAWNE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


September,  1945. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Statistics  and  General  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

(1)  Area  in  acres — 50,469. 

(2)  Population  (Census  1931) — 29,750. 

(3)  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population,  1944 — 

35,990. 

(4)  Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931)— 7,138. 

(5)  Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1944,  according  to  Rate 

Books — 10,314. 

(6)  Rateable  value- — £246,972. 

(7)  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate — £950. 

The  social  conditions  generally  do  not  alter,  nor  do  the  occupations 
of  the  resident  population.  There  are  a  few  cotton  mills  left. 
The  production  of  milk  and  poultry  farming  occupy 
important  positions,  and  there  is  considerable  industry  in 
market  gardening.  I  have  no  definite  figures  as  to  un¬ 
employment  in  the  Rural  District.  The  employment  avail¬ 
able  is  of  a  healthy  character. 


VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

Total 

M 

F 

Live  Births  Legitimate  ... 

622 

299 

323 

Illegitimate  ... 

28 

11 

17 

Total 

650 

310 

340 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population- 

-18.1. 

Still  Births 

13 

7 

6 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  (live 

and  still)  Births- 

37. 

Deaths 

395 

202 

193 

Crude  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  jll.O 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes:—  Deaths.  De(^vher^d stni)BirtTistal 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  Nil.  ...  Nil. 

Other  material  causes  ...  2  ...  3.01 


Total 


2 


3.01 
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Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : _ 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  32 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  32 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  35 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) — 64. 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) — Nil. 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) — Nil. 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) — 1. 

Maternal 

Per  iooo  of  Estimated  Population.  Mortality  Rate. 


Population  —  3  s,qqo 

Live 

Crude 

Death-rate  from  Death- 

Per  1000 

Per  1000 

Rate  of 

Deaths 

Birth- 

Death- 

Tuberculosis 

rate 

Live 

Total 

under  One 

rate. 

rate. 

of  Respiratory 

from 

Births. 

(Live  & 

Year 

System. 

C  ancer. 

Still)  per  1000 

Births.  Live  Birth 

Mean  of  5  years 

*939 — J943 

10*0 

0*2  7 

I*35 

1  -40 

!-34 

5° 

Year — 1943  . 

I  6-7 

I  1  ‘I 

0*2  1 

1  *40 

Nil 

Nil 

43 

„  1944  . 

180 

10-9 

0-25 

1*77 

307 

301 

32 

Increase  or  Decrease 
in  1944  on 

Five  Years’  Average 

4-  2.9 

+  0-3 

—0*02 

4-0-42 

4-  1T7 

4- 1*67 

—18 

1939—1943 

Previous  year . 

+  1-3 

- 0-2 

-f  0*04 

+  °'37 

4-3-07 

4-3*01 

— 1 1 

Births  and  Deaths. 

Live  Births. — The  statistics  with  regard  to  both  births  and 
deaths  have  again  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  through 
the  County  Public  Health  Department.  The  number  of  births  and 
deaths  referred  to  in  this  report  are  those  registered  during  the 
calendar  year,  corrected  for  “  inward  ”  and  “  outward  ”  transfers. 

According  to  the  Registrar-General,  the  total  births  regis¬ 
tered  in  or  belonging  to  the  rural  area  during  the  year  1944 
numbered  650  (males  310,  females  340),  33  more  than  in  the  year 
1943. 

The  live  birth  rate  for  the  Rural  District,  calculated  on  the 
estimated  population,  corresponds  to  18.1  per  1,000.  Last  year 
the  rate  was  16.7. 

The  live  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1944 
was  17.6.  That  for  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  in¬ 
cluding  London,  was  20.3. 

Still-births. — ' Thirteen  still  births  were  registered  in  the  Rural 
District  (males  7,  females  6),  equal  to  a  rate  of  19  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births. 

Deaths. — The  net  deaths  actually  belonging  to  the  Preston 
Rural  District  for  the  year  1944  were  395.  This  total  includes 
deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Rural  District  who  died  outside 
the  District,  and  is  exclusive  of  deaths  (mainly  in  the  Whittingham 
Mental  Hospital  and  Ribchester  Institution)  of  those  persons  not  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Rural  District. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  distinguishing 
males  and  females :  — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes  .  . 

202 

193 

Diphtheria  ....  ..  . 

1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  .  ... 

6 

3 

Syphilis  .  . 

1 

Premature  Birth  .  . 

1 

5 

Cancer  .  . 

33 

31 

Diabetes  .  . 

3 

7 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c.  .  _ 

22 

22 

Heart  Disease  .  . 

63 

61 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

7 

4 

Bronchitis  .  . 

9 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

7 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

5 

1 

Appendicitis  .  . 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 

1 

«  •  . 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . 

8 

3 

Maternal  Causes  .  .  . 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . 

H 

8 

Congenital  Causes,  &c —  . 

1 

8 

Road  Traffic  Accidents...  . 

2 

2 

Suicide  .  . 

1 

1 

Other  Violence  . 

3 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

H 

18 

1  Total  . 

3IQ 

340 

Live  Births  4  Legitimate  . 

299 

323 

(  Illegitimate... .  . 

1 1 

l7 

Still  Births  .  . 

7 

6 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year 

of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  Live  Births  ... 

32 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  Legit- 

imate  Live  Births  . 

32 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  Illegit- 

imate  Live  Births  ..... 

35 

Resident  Population 
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The  death-rate  for  the  Rural  District,  calculated  on  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  35,990  is  11.0  per  1,000.  Last  year  and  year  before  the 
death-rate  was  11.1  per  1,000. 

Normally  the  Registrar-General  supplies  a  comparability  factor 
for  adjusting  meal  death-rates  This  factor  takes  into  account  the 
varying  population  constitution,  including  sex  and  age  distribution, 
to  make  every  district  comparative  from  the  mortality  point  of  view, 
with  the  crude  death-rate  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  or  with 
similarly  adjusted  death-rates  for  other  areas.  This  factor  is  not 
available  for  1944,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  adjusted  death-rate  for 
the  Rural  District,  using  the  comparibility  factor,  would  be  some¬ 
what  lower  than  11.0. 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  in  1944  was 
11.6  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  For  the  126  County 
Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  including  London,  the  rate  was  13.7. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  male  and  female 
births  and  deaths  in  the  four  sub-districts : _ 


Sub-District. 

Live 

Births. 

f 

Deaths. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Pen  wortham 

66 

70 

136 

1 1 3 

IX4 

227 

Samlesbury  . 

— 

4 

4 

7 

6 

13 

Amounderness  ... 

40 

3 1 

7i 

! 

60 

5i 

1 1 1 

Longridge  . 

16 

19 

35 

22 

22 

44 

Other  Births — inward  transfers 

188 

2 1 6 

404 

— 

— 

— 

Whole  Districts  ... 

3 1 0 

340 

650 

202 

*93 

395 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  local  Registrar's 
monthly  returns,  duly  corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers, 
shows  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  registered  in  each  township 
during  the  year  1944,  distinguishing  males  and  females. 
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Live  Births 
during  1944. 

Deaths 
during  1944. 

Townships. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

\ 

Farington  ... 

8 

9 

G 

20 

27 

47 

Longton 

15 

16 

31 

26 

20 

46 

► 

Much  Hoole 

4 

1 

5 

5 

5 

to 

Little  Hoole 

1 

4 

5 

4 

0 

4 

Hutton 

2 

6 

8 

6 

3 

9 

) 

Penwortham 

36 

34 

70 

52 

59 

1 1 1 

\ 

Samlesbury 

4 

4 

7 

6 

13 

Cuerdale 

— 

— 

— 

— 

\ 

Lea  ... 

10 

7 

T7 

23 

l7 

40 

Goosnargh  ... 

10 

4 

H 

9 

7 

1 6 

Broughton  ... 

3 

2 

5 

4 

1 

5 

l 

Barton 

3 

5 

8 

4 

6 

10 

Haighton  ... 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Woodplumpton 

9 

3 

1 2 

6 

9 

Whittingham 

5 

9 

H 

H 

8 

22 

Ribchester  ... 

6 

7 

J3 

16 

10 

26 

Dutton 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Hothersall  ... 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

, 

Grimsargh... 

Other  Births  —  including 
inward  transfers,  Town- 

8 

10 

18 

5 

1 1 

16 

ships  not  stated 

188 

216 

404 

— 

— 

Cancer. 


During  1944  there  were  64  deaths  (33  males 
cribed  to  cancer.  The  location  of  the  disease  was 

Cancer  of  the  mouth,  tongue,  gullet,  uterus 
Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Cancer  of  the  breast 
Cancer  of  other  sites 


,  31  females)  as- 
as  follows :  — 
Male  Female 


2 

9 

22 


2 

4 

8 

17 


22 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  numbered  21. 
Nine  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  prematurity.,  congenital  mal¬ 
formation  or  birth  injury,  representing  43  per  cent,  of  the  total 
infant  deaths. 

the  mortality  rate  calculated  per  1,000  live  births  was  32,  as 

compared  with  a  rate  of  46  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for 
1944. 

The  fohowing  table  analyses  the  causes  of  deaths  in  1944  of 
infants  at  stated  age  periods: _ 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

i -2  weeks 

5/3 

CD 

<D 

£ 

CO 

1 

CN 

C/3 

rcu 

<D 

£ 

e- 

1 

CO 

4  weeks — 

3  months 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation, 
Premature  Birth,  &c... 

7 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Bronchitis  and 

Broncho-Pneumonia  .. 

•  •  • 

1 

Other  causes 

3 

1 

2 

1 

. . . 

Totals 

10 

1 

! 

3 

! 

2 

1 

— - - - 

1 

C/3 

-»-> 

G 

O 

£ 

<N 

I — * 

I 

Oh 


C/3 

5- 

-G 

cd 

-M 

<D 

rt 

CD 

to 

Q 

M 

_ _ , 

O 

CD 

+-* 

TD 

0 

G 

G 

Net  Live  (Legitimate  622I 
Births  1  C  65o 

m  the  year  (Illegitimate  28) 


Net  Infant  (Legitimate  32 
Deaths  J 


in  the  year  (Illegitimate  35 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority : _ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— Dr.  S.  C.  Gawne. 

Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  present  organisation  of  the  Sanitary 

^  Department  is  as  follows: _ 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector — Harry  Collier. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors— Sydney  C.  Whitehead  and 
James  F.  Hay  hurst. 
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As  stated  above,  there  are  three  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Mr. 
Collier  occupying  the  position  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Engineer,  whilst  the  two  remaining  each  have  assigned  to  them 
half  the  Rural  area,  which  is  divided  by  the  River  Ribble,  North 
and  South,  and  for  which  each  Inspector  has  full  control  for  all 
duties  pertaining  to  this  office  as  set  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Order. 

Full  accounts  of  the  general  Health  Services  operating  in  the 
Rural  District  have  been  given  in  pre-war  reports.  The  following  is 
a  general  statement  regarding  the  more  important  provisions. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  provision  and 
administration  of  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  services  in  the 
District.  Child  Welfare  Centres  have  been  established  at  Barton, 
Catforth,  Lea  and  Penwortham.  A  second  welfare  centre  was 
opened  in  Penwortham  in  May,  1945,  to  cater  for  the  needs  of 
mothers  and  children  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  Crookings  Lane 
School,  St.  Mary’s  Ward. 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  made  at  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Centres  in  the  Rural  District  during  1944. 


Name  of  Child 

| 

No.  of 

times 

open 

No.  of  individual 
children 
attending. 

Attendances 
by  children. 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

Welfare  Centre 

U  nder 
i -  year 

1-2 

years. 

2-5 

years. 

U  nder 
i-year 

1-2 

years. 

2-5 

years. 

No.  of 
indiv¬ 
iduals 

No.  of 
Atten¬ 
dances 

Barton 

12 

21 

24 

27 

68 

64 

56 

4 

6 

Catforth 

12 

53 

44 

41 

222 

91 

I  I  I 

12 

19 

Lea 

8 

31 

25. 

23 

124 

62 

53 

5 

5 

Penwortham 
(Leyland  Road) 

24 

202 

s5 

47 

1 335 

299 

103 

... 

•  • ' 

Ante-natal  Clinics  have  been  established  at  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary  and  at  Kirkham,  Bamber  Bridge  and  Longridge,  all  of 
which  are  available  to  mothers  residing  in  the  Rural  District. 
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These  ante-natal  clinics  are  staffed  by  an  expert  obstetrician 
who  is  also  m  charge  of  the  maternity  unit  at  the  Preston  Royal 
infirmary  In  this  way  there  is  a  close  co-ordination  between  the 
ante-natal  clinics  and  the  hospital.  It  can  be  said  that  the  facili¬ 
ties  provided  are  greatly  appreciated  and  much  use  is  made  of  them. 

Laboratory  Facilities.— As  heretofore,  the  well-equipped  labora¬ 
tory  of  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  is  always  available  for  any 
bacteriological  and  pathological  work  required  by  the  rural 
authority.  The  examinations  carried  out  there  at  my  request  durinn 
the  year  1944  are  set  out  as  follows : _  4  6 

,  Rec°rd  and  character  of  the  examinations  carried  out  in  1944 
for  the  Rural  District  Council  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary  :  _  y  1 


Blood — Agglutination 

q 

Faeces — ?  Pathogenic  organisms 

...  u 

7 

Milk — Bacterial  Count 

9 

?  B.  Coli 

•  •  • 

135 

Methylene  Blue 

125 

Phosphatase 

2 

B.  Tuberculosis 

108 

Sputum — ?  B.  Tuberculosis 

4 

Swabs— ?  B.  Diphtheria,  etc. 

186 

Water — Bacteriological 

2 

Total 

574 

nm  V  <tuctiyMh  me  county  Councils  Laboratory,  County 

Offices,  Preston,  is  available.  y 

Ambulance  Services. — A  20  h.p.  Austin  Motor  Ambulance  is 
available  for  accidents  and  other  purposes,  whilst  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  area  the  Preston  Corporation’s  ambulance  facilities,  are, 
y  arrangement  available,  and  for  the  outlying  townships  such  as 
Ribchesier,  Dutton,  etc.,  the  Blackburn  Corporation  service  can  be 

*22  hSS"”  d'“”  “*  t  *  r~- 

A  domiciliary  midwifery  service  has  been  set  up  by  the  County 
Council.  In  the  parishes  of  Farington,  Penwortham,  Longton, 
Hutton,^  Little  Hoole  and  Much  Hoole,  the  County  Council  have 
made  direct  provision  and  in  addition  an  agreement  was  made  be- 
ween  the  County  Council  and  the  Longton  District  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion  under  which  the  Association  agree  to  provide  a  domiciliary 
service  when  caked  upon  for  the  parishes  of  Longton,  Hutton,  Little 
Hoole  and  Much  Hoole. 

A  domiciliary  service  is  provided  for  the  remainder  of  the  Rural 
District  by  the  County  Council  under  arrangements  with  the 
District  Nursing  Association. 
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Domiciliary  Nursing. — The  services  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Nursing  Association  are  available  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Preston 
Rural  District  for  general  nursing  purposes. 


The  statement  below,  kindly  supplied  by  the  Superintendent  of 
the  County  Nursing  Association,  shows  the  number  of  cases  and 
visits  paid  by  the  Association’s  nurses  during  the  year: — 

LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  NURSING  ASSOCIATION. 

Number  of  cases  and  visits  paid  by  the  County  Nursing  Association’s 

Nurses  during  the  year. 


DISTRICT  NURSING 

CASES 

ASSOCIATION. 

Mid¬ 

wifery 

Mat¬ 

ernity 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Gen¬ 

eral 

Bilsborough  and  District : 
Barton,  Catforth  and 
Woodplumpton 

22 

5 

! 

2  1  7 

Broughton  and  Ful wood  : 
Broughton  only 

8 

2 

I 

!5° 

Longton  :  including  New 
Longton,  Hutton, 

Little  Hoole,  Much 
Hoole,  Whitestake. 

8 

3 

Penivortham  and  Howick  : 

— 

— 

2I5 

Lea  and  District  :  includ¬ 
ing  Ingol,  Ashton  [rural] 

10 

T4 

— 

208 

Mellor  :  Samlesbury  and 
Cuerdale 

3 

— 

68 

Ley  land  and  Farington  : 
Farington  only 

— 

— 

28 

Bamber  Bridge  : 

Farington  only 

— 

— 

2 1 

Longridge :  Dutton, 

Goosnargh,  Grimsargh, 
Hothersall,  Ribchester, 
Whittingham,  Elston. 

19 

45 

— 

240 

70 

69 

I 

1291 

VISITS 


Mid.  Mat.  Tuber- No.  of  No.  of 
General  culosis, Nurses  Cars 


IOI  I 

354 

650 


4986 


3286  — 


25789 


■5 


I  I 


County  Council  Nursing  Services. — In  addition  to  the  above- 
mentioned  service,  the  County  Council  Health  Visitors  and  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Nurses  carry  out  extensive  visitations  in  the  rural  area. 
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Tuberculosis. 


The  Table  below  gives  the  number  of  new  cases  of  the  two 
forms  of  tuberculosis,  together  with  the  deaths  therefrom. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non-  Respiratory 

Respiratory. 

Non-  Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years 

1 

0 —  I  .. 

I 

.  . 

.  •  • 

*  •  • 

»  *  * 

... 

i—  5  .. 

•  •  . 

1 

I 

2 

•  •  • 

•  . 

5—io  ... 

I 

I 

I 

.  •  . 

t  »  • 

•  •  • 

10—15 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  . 

2 

.  •  • 

•  •  « 

15—20  ... 

3 

.  .  . 

2 

.  .  . 

I 

•  .  . 

20—25  -• 

2 

5 

f  »  • 

•  •  • 

I 

25— 35  ••• 

2 

5 

2 

♦  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

35—45  •• 

5 

1 

•  «  « 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

45—55  ••• 

4 

3 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

I 

55—65  — 

3 

.  -  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

65  and 
upwards 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

22 

16 

/ 

5 

7 

3 

-  •  - 

... 

Totals  ... 

38 

T  ; 

12 

10 

1 

— - r - 

• 

The  Scheme  for  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
in  the  administrative  County  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

The  County  Council  have  provided  a  number  of  dispensaries 
for  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease,  staffed  by  consultant  Tuberculosis 
Officers  and  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors.  These  dispensaries  work 
in  close  association  with  the  Sanatoria,  and  serve  a  valuable  pur¬ 
pose  in  the  mam  essence  of  supervision  of  patients  after  their  dis¬ 
charge  therefrom. 

The  Dispensary  for  patients  residing  in  the  Rural  District  is 
situated  at  12  Walton’s  Parade,  Preston. 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Preston  Rural  District  is 
satisfactory  and  complete. 


Above  figures  include  tie  following  cases  notified  from  Whittingham  Mental  Hospital  : — 
Scarlet  Fever  i  ;  Erysipelas  3  ;  Pneumonia  1  ;  Dysentery  28  ;  Diphtheria  1  ;  Malaria 
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One  hundred  and  ninety-two  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
notified  to  the  department  during  the  year.  The  following  Table 
summarises  the  notifications  received  :  — 
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Diphtheria. — Twenty-four  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified 
during  1944.  In  no  instance  had  the  patient  received  a  course  of 
immunisation  against  the  disease.  In  many  instances  the  disease 
was  of  a  severe  type  indicating  the  need  for  continued  efforts  to 
secure  the  immunisation  of  all  children  in  the  district. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. — The  Council’s  scheme, 
which  was  fully  described  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1941,  continues 
in  operation.  The  Table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  have 
been  immunised  since  the  scheme  was  instituted. 


It)  39 

1940 

194] 

1942 

1948 

1944 

Under 

i  year 

1 

•  •  • 

IO 

4 

3 

5 

i  year 

2 

■ 

x55 

1 26 

171 

1 90 

2  years 

2 

1 

1 35 

60 

55 

3  1 

Total  under 

3  years 

2 

*75 

59 

42 

1 2 

5  years 
at  end  of  1944 

4  years 

3 

7 

191 

47 

6 1 

18 

882 

5  years 

2 

4 

266 

53 

48 

H 

6  years 

3 

10 

278 

44 

54 

x3 

7  years 

2 

6 

255 

33 

24 

i  1 

Total 

8  yeais 

2 

5 

251 

1  9 

3 1 

4 

between 

5  and  9  years 

g  years 

1 

5 

248 

2 1 

33 

6 

*569 

io  years 

4 

5 

248 

1 6 

18 

7 

i i  years 

•  •  • 

4 

2 1 7 

i7 

23 

3 

12  years 

•  •  • 

2 

240 

19 

1 6 

4 

Total 

13  years 

•  •  • 

1 

1 90 

x5 

8 

4 

between  10 
and  14  years 

14  years 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

42 

3 

3 

1468 

15  years 
and  over 

... 

36 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

Total  over  1  4 
years 

1 

544 
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Scarlet  Fever. — One  hundred  and  twenty-three  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  were  reported.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  disease  was 
of  a  mild  type  and  complications  were  the  exception.  Indeed, 
Scarlet  Fever  has  become  so  benign  that  removal  to  hospital  is  not 
usually  indicated  or  to  be  desired.  Cross  infection,  the  cause  of 
many  complications  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  eliminated  if  the  patient  is 
nursed  at  home.  Hospital  treatment  should  be  reserved  for  severe 
cases  requiring  skilled  nursing,  and  those  cases  occuring  in  a  house¬ 
hold,  a  member  of  which  is  a  food  handler,  or  a  woman  approach¬ 
ing  confinement. 

The  Table  shows  the  distribution  of  infectious  outbreaks  and 
the  number  of  cases  in  each  Parish,  and  deal  with  the  age  limits 
and  total  numbers  of  different  diseases  indicating  removals  to 
hospital,  and  deaths,  if  any :  — 

The  township  distribution  of  specified  diseases  is  set  out  in 
tabular  form  for  the  year  1944:  — 


Townships. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Erys 

pelas 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

removed. 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

removed. 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

removed. 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

removed 

Farington 

8 

8 

I 

I 

Longton 

10 

7 

•  •  • 

! 

I 

Much  Hoole  ... 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Little  Hoole  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Hutton 

2 

2 

I 

1 

Penwortham  ... 

39 

29 

... 

7 

6 

Samlesbury 

5 

5 

1 

1 

Cuerdale 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Lea.  .  •  •  •  •  • 

1 1 

7 

4 

4 

1  *  *  * 

Goosnargh 

1 

1 

... 

.  „  „ 

Broughton 

•  .  • 

•  .  . 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Barton  ... 

15 

10 

•  •  • 

Haighton 

1 

... 

2 

2 

Woodplumpton 

8 

7 

1 

1 

*  Whittingham 

9 

5 

5 

... 

3 

Ribchester 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Dutton  ... 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Hothersall 

.  *  . 

♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Grimsargh 

6 

2 

... 

... 

1944  Total  ... 

123 

90 

. . . 

i 

24 

18 

4 

*  Includes  notifications  from  the  Mental  Hospital,  Whitting- 
ham,  but  excludes  under  heading  of  “  Cases  removed,"  cases 
isolated  in  Whittingham  Mental  Hospital. 
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Government’ s  Evacuation  Scheme. — In  July  and  August  large 
numbers  of  mothers  and  children  were  received  from  London  as  a 
repeat  of  “  flying  bomb  ”  activities  in  the  south.  Arrangements 
made  for  the  reception  of  those,  allocated  to  the  Rural  District  in¬ 
cluded  a  careful  medical  examination.  By  this  means  householders 
were  relieved  of  much  of  the  worry  and  annoyance  experienced  at 
previous  evacuations. 

Only  a  few  children  (approximately  3  per  cent.)  were  found  to 
be  in  need  of  treatment  for  skin  and  other  contagious  conditions  and 
these  were  dealt  with  in  the  sick-bay,  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  before  being  assigned  to  their  billets. 

Penwortham  House  Hostel. — The  hostel  operated  throughout 
the  year  and  served  for  the  accommodation  of  children,  where  for 
various  reasons,  e.g.,  sickness,  holidays,  etc.,  the  householder  was 
temporarily  unable  to  look  after  the  evacuees.  Visits  were  made 
by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  purpose  of  supervising 
health  arrangements. 


S.  C.  GAWNE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


September,  1945. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Preston  Rural 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1944. 

Inspections  .  2,112 

Re-inspections  .  935 

Other  visits  .  218 

Informal  Notices  served  .  45 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  7 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  in  the  following  cases  of 
infectious  diseases :  — 

Diphtheria  .  19 

On  request  after  death  .  1 

Scarlet  Fever  .  114 

Tuberculosis  deaths  .  4 

Tuberculosis  removals  .  22 

Scabies  . .> .  2 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  Pails  converted  into  W.C.’s  .  — 

,,  New  W.C.’s  . .  12 

(This  figure  includes  the  W.C.’s  pro¬ 
vided  at  new  houses  erected  during  the 
year). 

,,  New  Closet  Pails  provided  .  — 

Scavenging. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour,  all  the  Parishes  have  been  put 
on  a  fortnightly  collection  of  dry  refuse,  and  so  far  as  circumstances 
permit,  the  usual  fortnightly  and  weekly  clearance  of  Pails  is 
maintained. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  Three  30-cwt  Ford 
Loaders,  one  Karrier  Colt,  and  one  Karrier  Bantam,  and  one  Ford- 


19 


son,  are  employed  in  the  collection.  The  Parks  and  Playing  Fields 

waggon  has  been  used  at  intervals  for  the  collection  of  dry  refuse 
and  salvage. 

The  total  weight  and  cash  value  of  materials  salvaged  were  * _ 

202  tons,  13  cwt.,  valued  at  £1,183  Is.  lid. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping.  Five  tips  are  in 
operation  and  trained  men  are  employed  to  carry  out  the  work. 

I  give  bemw  details  of  the  work  for  the  year  1944.' _ 


Number  of  houses  cleared  .  9,238 

Number  of  loads  to  tips  .  3,295^ 

Estimated  weight  of  refuse  removed,  in  tons  6,6962 

Number  of  miles  covered  in  collection  .  43,653 

Petrol  used  in  gallons  .  5  2311 


Other  Sanitary  Defects  dealt  with. 


Dampness  .  4 

Defective  ceilings  .  4 

Defective  Closet  Pails  .  2 

Defective  floors  .  2 

Defective  gutters  .  3 

Defective  paving  .  2 

Defective  pointing  .  2 

Defective  roofs  .  j  j  * 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes .  2 

Defective  walls  .  \ 

Defective  windows  .  7 

Dirty  condition  of  premises  .  3 

Insanitary  Drainage  .  4 

Miscellaneous  .  jg 

Want  of  ashtins .  a 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

.  There  are  102  Factories  and  Workshops  on  the  Registers,  and 
heir  condition  is  satisfactory.  Twenty-five  inspections  have  been 
made.  No  notices  served. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  21  Bakehouses  on  the  Register.  Frequent  visits  are 
made  to  these  places  and  they  are  on  the  whole  kept  clean.  Forty- 
two  notices  to  hot  lime- wash  have  been  served.  y 

Canal  Boats  Acts. 

There  have  been  no  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year. 
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Petroleum  Acts. 

No  new  licences  granted  for  storing  petrol  during  the  year. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

There  have  been  23  inspections  under  the  above  Act,  and  all 
were  found  to  comply  with  the  Sanitary  Provisions  over  which  the 
Council  have  jurisdiction. 

Anthrax. 

Three  cases  were  notified :  — - 

1  case  at  Catforth. 

1  case  at  Salmesbury. 

1  case  at  Goosnargh. 

The  premises  were  visited,  and  in  each  case  the  burning  of  the  car¬ 
case  and  disinfection  under  Police  supervision  was  found  to  have 
been  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


Swine  Fever. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  supply — Action  taken  with  regard  to :  — 

^  The  administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  following  samples  of  milk 
were  taken  and  subjected  to  the  minit  sediment  test  for  dirt  with 
the  following  results:  — 


No.  of  samples  taken  .  177 

,,  ,,  found  to  be  clean  .  127 

,,  ,,  ,,  very  slightly  contaminated  26 

,,  ,,  ,,  slightly  contaminated  ...  15 

,,  ,,  ,,  dirty  .  9 


Milk  from  Schools. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  and  forwarded  to  the  Patho¬ 
logical  Laboratory  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary:  — 

33  samples  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli. 

Results.  33  negative. 

134  samples  have  been  taken  from  retailers  in  the  district  for 
the  presence  of  B.  Coli  and  tubercle  bacilli. 

Results.  The  B.  Coli  content  ranged  from  absence  in  1  c.c. 
to  present  in  .001  c.c. 

One  positive,  133  negative.  The  positive  result  was  notified  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Slaughter  Houses  and  Inspections. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933: _ 

Sixteen  licences  for  Slaughtermen  were  issued. 

No.  of  Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  .  1 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  we  received  679 
Notices  of  Intention  to  Slaughter,  all  of  which  were  in  respect  of 
permits  gianted  by  the  Food  Control  Committee  for  home  consump¬ 
tion,  and  not  for  sale. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

We  have  670  farms  on  our  registers,  and  119  registered  retail 
purveyors.  There  have  been  527  inspections  under  the  above  Order 
and  3  notices  have  been  served. 


Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

There  are  five  disposal  works  in  the  Rural  Area,  and  every¬ 
thing  is  being  done  to  maintain  them  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


Town  Planning. 

The  Rural  District  is  situate  within  the  area  of  two  Regional 
Town  Planning  Committees.  The  parishes  of  Ribchester,  Hother- 
sall  and  Dutton  being  in  the  area  of  the  North  East  (Region  No.  1) 
Joint  Town  Planning  Committee,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Rural 
District  is  that  of  the  Preston  and  District  Regional  Joint  Town 
Planning  Committee. 

Interim  Development  Order,  1933. 

One  hundred  and  eight  applications  to  develop  have  been  con¬ 
sidered  during  the  year  with  the  followin  gresults :  — 


Permission  granted  .  63 

Permission  granted,  subject  to  conditions .  40 

Refused  .  c 


It  will,  therefore,  be  seen  that  the  activities  of  this  Department 
have  been  seriously  curtailed  due  to  war  conditions. 
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Parks  and  Playing  Fields. 

The  capital  works  on  the  Parks  and  Playing  Fields  has  been 
discontinued  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  Maintenance  has 
been  reduced  to  a  minimum,  and  the  following  areas  have  been 
let  off  for  either  Grazing  or  Ploughing,  etc :  — 


Barton  .  5  acres  Grazing,  2  acres  Ploughing. 

Broughton  .  Service  Units  have  the  use  of  field. 

Farington  .  5  acres  Ploughing. 

Grimsargh  .  6  acres  (part  grazing  and  part 

ploughing). 

Hutton  .  7  acres  Grazing. 

Lea  .  16  acres  Grazing  and  Ploughing. 

Little  Hoole . .  3J  acres  Ploughing. 

Longton  .  6  acres  Ploughing. 

Much  Hoole  .  5  acres  Ploughing. 

New  Longton  .  3J  acres  Ploughing. 

Pen wortham  .  14  acres  Grazing. 

Tardy  Gate  . .  4  acres  Ploughing. 

Woodplumpton  .  8  acres  Grazing. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  COLLIER, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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REPORT  OF  BUILDING  INSPECTOR. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  a  report  on  the  buildings  dealt 
with  during  the  year  1944. 

The  Table  below  shows  the  number  and  situation  of  new 
houses,  which  were  erected :  — 


Parish 


Dwelling  houses  erected. 


Farington  . 

Goosnargh 
Penwortham  . 
Woodplumpton 


2 

4 

4 

2 


Total 


12 


H.  COLLIER 


Building  Inspector. 
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REPORT  ON  WATER  SUPPLY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Preston  Rural 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


During  the  year  1944  the  number  of  connections  and  the 
number  of  extensions  show  an  increase  compared  with  the  preceding 
year — this  you  will  notice  by  the  following  figures :  — 


Connections  . 

y  y 

Extension  of  Mains 

)  y  >  y 


1943  11  yards. 

1944  14  ,, 

1943  1,042  ,, 

1944  1,050  ,, 


The  number  of  houses  supplied  with  wafer  during  the  year  1944 
is  as  follows :  — 


Penwortham  .  2 

Ribchester  .  2 


In  addition  to  the  above,  connections  have  been  made  to  the 
following :  — 

Longton  ...  2  Troughs. 

Penwortham  ...  1  School,  2  Troughs,  1  Workshop,  1  Tap  in  field. 

Much  Hoole  ...  1  Trough. 

Ribchester  ...  1  Tap  in  field. 

Extensions  to  Water  Mains  for  the  year  are  as  follows : _ 

Ribchester  ...  1,050  yards  of  3-in.  Iron. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  COLLIER, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Engineer. 


% 


i 


t 


■ 
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